INTRODUCTION
The evolutionary potential of a species is a function of the amount of genetic variation it undergoes. Colonising species such as Drosophila melanogaster populations offer excellent material for micro-evolutionary studies (Parsons, 1983 (David and Capy, 1988 (David, 1982; Oakeshott et al, 1982; Anderson et al, 1987) . Gel (Parson, 1983 (David et al, 1986) and Australia (McKenzie and Parsons, 1972; Parsons, 1979 Parsons, , 1980a (Chakir et al, 1993 (Chakir et al, , 1994 (Harris and Hopkinson, 1976 (Ferguson, 1980 (Parsons, 1983 (David, 1982; Oakeshott et al 1982; Anderson et al, 1987) . Latitudinal clines have been reported in American (Vigue and Johnson, 1973) , Australian (Oakeshott et al, 1982) , Afrotropical (David et al, 1986 (David et al, , 1989 , Japanese (Watada et al, 1986) and Chinese populations (Jiang et al, 1989 ). (Parsons, 1980b; David et al, 1986; David, 1988 
